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Opening Hours 

8.30am—3.30 

(Subject to change) 

bendocpa@bigpond.com 

02 6458 1402 

www.bendoc.org.au 

Bendoc Neighbourhood 

House 

Shire Outreach Centre 

 

 

 

 

Hi all and welcome to the New Year, it’s been a bumpy start 
but hopefully this rain continues and 2020 will be a good one.  
We have had some Telstra and NBN issues (“Unheard of I 
know!”), so communication has been slow, but we are back on 
deck now. There is some assistance for those affected by 
drought and fires, and we will endeavour to keep you up to 
date with the latest announcements on the Resource Facebook 
page.   
We had to rebook our Excel training workshop from February 
to March due to the fires and road closures, more details inside.  
 
Thank you to everyone who helped organise the Woolclassing 
course. TAFE NSW have been fabulous to work with in this 
regard and have tailored a more flexible course to suit students 
to gain industry training. There will be two Cert IV courses 
running, one in Bombala and another in Cooma, starting in 
February. This opportunity is the result of direct communica-
tion between the community to The Bendoc Resource Centre, 
and we wish to stress that the Centre is here for you and if you 
have any requests or ideas for ways we can help the communi-
ty in the future, please don’t hesitate to contact us.    
 
 

Bendoc Wheel 
bendocpa@bigpond.co or 02 6458 1402 

Thank you Richard 
Former Bendoc policeman, 
Richard Valentine was pre-
sented with a plaque for 15 
years of dedicated service to 
the Bendoc and surrounding 
community. The plaque was 
presented by supporters in 
December 2019 and the 
Bendoc community wish 
Richard all the best in the 
future.  
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Why are the tents still here? 
 

As told by visiting American firefighter Jay Slagowski                              
Divisional Commander  

 
As of the weekend the fire crew base camp has relocated from Delegate to 
Bendoc with all available space now occupied by tents that these visitors, 
including two fire crews plus camp staff, are temporarily calling home. The 
exact number fluctuates daily, but there are just under 100 people staying 
in Bendoc, working both out and about in the field and locally undertaking 
logistics and planning. There are no active fires in the area, however, there 
are still hotspots, and the current work involves damping down and digging 
out these hotspots, reopening roads and removing hazardous trees.  
There are a total of 40 Americans altogether, approximately 25 in the Ben-
doc area and the rest in Orbost. They are working together with The Mur-
ray Goldfield Task Force from Western Victoria. This is Jay’s 9th day in 
the country and he has been working 5 on 1 off then 5 on 2 off. He started 
in Sydney and worked down through NSW to end up here in Bendoc and 
thinks Australia is a fabulous place. His greatest challenges at work have 
been  the local terminology and unfamiliar acronyms. It is anticipated that 
the overall incident will be officially contained by the 29th February.  

Region 2, USA Hot Shots and Murray Goldfields 
Victoria Task force 
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Weekly Walking Group 
We started a weekly walking group on Tuesdays 
last year and would like to continue. For those inter-
ested we meet at about 9:00 on Tuesday mornings at 
the Resource Centre and walk for about an hour.  
Anyone interested in joining the group please con-
tact the Resource Centre. All welcome. 

02 6458 1402 
bendocpa@bigpond.com  

 
 

Crawford’s Catering have the task of feed-
ing the extra workers in Bendoc 

Bendoc Ground Crew 
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BOBCAT CONTRACTOR 

Do you need: 

 
 
Heavy duty slasher and bucket 
 
Slasher suitable for scrub or regrowth 
Clearing 
Small Earthworks 
Levelling 
Preparation for sheds, carports,  
water tanks and paving 
Clean ups 
     
Reasonable rates 
Fully insured 
Contact: Steve on 02 64580303 or  
0407190258 (Mobile does not work at home) 
Or email: stephenscroope@bigpond.com 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Due to the prolonged drought and 

fire conditions affecting so 
much of Victoria and NSW, the 
Delegate Campdraft Committee 

have regretfully decided to cancel 
the event this year. Mother Nature 
permitting, the campdraft will be 

held again the following year. 

Starting on the 10th March Bendoc will be offering basic computer and ICT training for anyone wanting to   

gain confidence using computers, electronic devices such as iPads and tablets, and the services on the 

internet. These classes will start on the 10th March and continue based on demand. This training has 

been generously funded by Be Connected organisation and we are pleased to offer this service to the 

community. Please contact us here at the Centre if you are interested in this opportunity. 0264581402 

or bendocpa@bigpond.com  

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

We would like to reintroduce a section in The Wheel for 

classified adds to promote local services. If you are in-

volved in providing services to the local community and 

would like to promote your business in The Wheel, 

please contact us here at the Centre. 

Ph: 02 6458 1402 

bendocpa@bigpond.com  

mailto:stephenscroope@bigpond.com


Feb/March Edition 

5  

MOBILE LIBRARY The Mobile Library visits Bendoc as per calendar (once a fortnight) from 9.00am—
10.00am. You are also able to sign up as a member (membership is free), borrow and return books 

here at the Bendoc Resource Centre. Where we have a broad range of books and DVDs that are rotated 

regularly for your enjoyment! Come in and browse our selection of books.. 

BENDOC BUS SERVICE Merimbula Day Trip—once a month on a Friday. Please phone Claire 6458 1433, 

Nola 6458 3285 or Chris on 6458 1402 to book your seat. Usually 2nd Friday of Month.. 

Free internet is still available at the Bendoc Neighbourhood House, along with fax 

and photocopying services.  Just drop in during opening hours 

 

 

 

Community Information Board 

Bendoc Progress 

Association 

Bendoc Resource Centre and 

Neighbourhood House 

Cnr Dowling  & Jamieson Sts 

BENDOC VIC 3888 

 

Phone: 02 6458 1402 

Fax: 02 6458 1402 

E-mail: bendocpa@bigpond.com 

www.bendoc.org.au 

Bendoc 

Neighbourhood 

House 

Wellness Clinic – Delegate MPS 

This is a clinic where people come in for procedures or assessments by nursing staff.  

This includes: 

Wound care 

Blood pressure readings 

Blood sugar readings 

Non-urgent ECG update hours! 

Suture or clip removal 

Other procedures that do not require a Doctor. 

Wellness Clinic is held on the following days and times 

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday & Friday 

1.00pm—2.00pm 

No appointment necessary. Closed Public Holidays. 

The Delegate MPS will still be open as per usual, so if you have a health concern 

please come over and be assessed by the nursing staff. 

East Gippsland Shire 
Council Outreach Centre 
and Library. 

Bendoc Bus  
We would like to hear from people interested in taking the Bendoc 
Bus for a trip. Proposed ideas are for a trip to Tiny’s Green Shed in 
Canberra and lunch. Another idea floated was a bus trip to support 
areas affected by the recent bushfires, perhaps Cobargo or Mal-
lacoota or anywhere in between?  
For more information please contact 02 6458 1402 or ben-
docpa@bigpond.com 
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For more details please visit https://yoursay.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/errinundrasnowy-plan/documents  

https://yoursay.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/errinundrasnowy-plan/documents
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For anyone unable to return to their home for an extended 

period, including evacuation. 

The best contact number for ac-

cessing emergency payments is the 

DHHS number below.  

Ph:1800 961 054 

 

For more details you can also visit 

these websites 

 

https://services.dhhs.vic.gov.au/sites/default/
files/2017-08/Emergency-relief-assistance-

payment.pdf  
 

https://www.bushfirerecovery.gov.au/recovery-
assistance/small-business  

https://services.dhhs.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2017-08/Emergency-relief-assistance-payment.pdf
https://services.dhhs.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2017-08/Emergency-relief-assistance-payment.pdf
https://services.dhhs.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2017-08/Emergency-relief-assistance-payment.pdf
https://www.bushfirerecovery.gov.au/recovery-assistance/small-business
https://www.bushfirerecovery.gov.au/recovery-assistance/small-business
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Upcoming Events at the Bendoc Resource Centre 

* We still plan to run a chemical users course this year and will confirm 

details when they become available. We can confirm that the training is 

through TAFE and it will take 2 days or 3 days with 1080 component. 

 

* We would also like to remind the community that we are here to 

help. If there is anything in particular you would like the Resource Cen-

tre to help you with, anything from educational experiences, training, 

exercise groups, EG Shire communication, or just a simple community 

catch-up, that is what we are here for. The Bendoc Resource Centre is 

your centre but we can only be of assistance if we know what you want 

and need. . 

02 6458 1402 or bendocpa@bigpond.com 

 

OPEN OPEN OPEN 

OPEN OPEN 

OPEN OPEN OPEN 

OPEN OPEN 


